Blogging: Beyond the Basics

For people who already have a blog, or those who just want to see what can be
included beyond the simple journal type of website. The seminar will use
Blogger.com and Windows Live Writer to demonstrate how to include Youtube
videos, Picasa Slideshows and map images in your blog posts or sidebars. You

will also learn how to integrate the Facebook and Twitter micro-blogging

environments with your main blog. Presented by Chris and Jim Guld of Geeks
on Tour. You can follow them at www.facebook.com/geeksontour

www.GeeksOnTour.com

All of the demonstrations in this seminar have tutorial videos at

Help Resources

www.GeeksonTour.com or Articles at: www.wifisavvy.com, Category = Blog

Blogger Help Forum: http://www.google.com/support/forum/

Using the HTML View
Adding a Youtube video to your blog post. Copy the ‘embed’ code from the video on
Youtube. Paste into ‘Edit HTML’ view on your blog.
Adding Picasa Web Album photos See video at
www.GeeksonTour.com/blogger.cfm “Adding Photos using Picasa Web Albums”

(membership required)
Adding Picasa Web Albums slideshows. Select the album you want, click ‘Link to this
album’ Then ‘Embed Slideshow’. Copy the code and paste into HTML on your blog.
Templates and Gadgets

A photo for your Blog Header
From your Blog dashboard, choose ‘Layout’. Then click Edit on the Header element.
Browse to the photo you want and upload — pay attention to size specs and make
your original as close to the specified size as possible. See Video at
www.GeeksOnTour.com/blogger.cfm “Add a Photo to your Blog Header”
(membership required)
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Adding Gadgets to your sidebar
Links, (Video: “Adding a Link List to your sidebar” — membership required)
Labels (aka Tags or Categories)
Facebook, Twitter, RSS Feeds
A google map: use HTML gadget. Video “Add a map to your sidebar” (Free)
Picasa Slideshow. Automatic slideshow of any album in your Picasa Web
Albums

Changing Templates

Blogger Templates, just pick another one. You can customize some colors and fonts.
3d Party Template. See http://wifisavvy.com/2010/02/17/give-your-blog-a-facelift/

Backup
Backup your Blog posts — use Export
http://wifisavvy.com/2009/09/13/new-show-me-how-videos-for-blogger/

Settings
Publish on Custom Domain (e.g. www.jo-jewels.com), Time Zone, Write post via
email, Notify 10 people of new posts via email, Permissions
Multiple authors: Make a ‘club’ blog Example: palmcreek.blogspot.com

Using LiveWriter

Microsoft Live Writer can be downloaded for free from: d

http://download.live.com/writer ;“3

It is a program that helps you create blog posts. It works with
Blogger as well as many other blogging systems. You don’t need to be online to
create your blog post using Live Writer. It will save you hours of time blogging.

Setup
Each blog you want to work with needs to be set up with your username and
password. Video: www.GeeksonTour.com/blogger.cfm “Using Live Writer: Setup”

(Free)
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Enter Title and Textforpost cOf A O] Wt dzof A aK®
Adding Pictures:

You can include pictures in your blog post with a simple Insert

copy and paste. Then Live Writer includes tools for 8 Hyoerlink.

sizing and positioning. When you ‘Publish’ Live Writer 2 3'-:tU’e...

will take care of the upload and resize. This will spoil ® Photo album..

you for any other way of creating blog posts! = Table..

You can also use a ‘PlugIn’ for Picasa Web Albums. See 28 Map..

Article at: “d Tags..

http://picasatutorials.com/2009/07/picasa-tip-a- B Video..

picasa-plug-in-for-live-writer/ {2 Picasa Link...
Adding Maps % Add a plug-in...

Adding maps is just a click on the Insert Map button.
Find your location and click Insert. See Video at
www.GeeksOnTour.com/blogger.cfm “Using Live Writer” (Free)

Adding Youtube Video
Click the Insert Video button, paste in the URL and click ‘Insert.’

Adding HTML
If you have some HTML code from some other website that you want to add to your
blog post, you need to view your post in ‘Source’ view. It’s the tab in the lower left.

Saving Drafts

Because you’re creating your blog posts on your computer rather than on the web —
you now have an automatic backup! All posts are saved in My Documents/My
Weblog Posts
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