
 

 

 

Facebook: Not Just for Kids 
Reconnect with people you haven’t seen in a lifetime.  Expand both the quantity and 
the quality of your friendships with more frequent contact.  It’s a perfect 
communication tool for travelers. 
Businesses and other groups or clubs can communicate with their customers, fans 
and members thru a Facebook Page.  Every business today should have one. 

Sign up for our Free newsletter on www.geeksontour.tv, Become a member and access all 

tutorial videos which cover what is in this seminar and more.   

Visit our facebook page at www.facebook.com/geeksontour 

What is Facebook?  

Facebook isn’t like anything else.  Although you can post stories on it about your life – like a Blog – 
it’s not a blog.  We don’t refer to it as a photo sharing site, even though more photos are shared 
on Facebook than any other photo-sharing site.  It’s also not a forum, or a community, although 
Facebook enables many communities of people to discuss issues of interest to them.  Some 
people are using Facebook as their primary means of communication rather than email. And 
some companies are using Facebook as their primary website these days, but nobody would 
call Facebook a webhost. 

So, what *is* it?  Well, it’s all of those things, it’s called a ‘Social Network’ but nobody knows exactly 
what that is either.  

First and foremost, Facebook is a directory of people, real people.  It started at Harvard University 
as a way to put the Harvard ‘Face Book’ online.  Like a yearbook, this is a place where you 
could go to see the picture, along with names and other ‘profile’ information, of everyone at 
school.  From Harvard it grew to other Universities, then to High Schools, then to adults, then to 
the world.  Over 800 million people worldwide now (September 2011) have a profile on 
Facebook. 

Facebook’s Help Center 

Facebook is constantly changing, so, although you can learn a lot from our seminars and videos, 
you will need to know how to get specific instructions that are up to date.  Facebook’s 
instructions are located in their Help Center.  Click the DropDown arrow in the upper right, next 
to Home,  then Help Center 

Create a Facebook Account (video: Sign up for a New Account) 

Name, Email, Sex, DOB 
To make a facebook account, just go to www.facebook.com.  You will see a place to enter your 

name, email, gender, and Date of Birth.  That’s all you need to get started.  And …  if you want, 
you can specify that no-one can see your email, gender, and Date of Birth. (see Privacy) 

Password 
We highly recommend that you create a password for Facebook that is not the same as your other 

passwords.  You don’t want someone finding out your password elsewhere, then be able to 
pretend to be you on Facebook.  

Read the Terms of Service 
Click ‘Terms’ on footer of any Facebook page.  If you have any question about how Facebook 

handles your information – this is where to find the answer. 

 

‘Like’ us on Facebook!  
www.facebook.com/geeksontour 

 
 

Add Friends (video: Finding Friends) 

Facebook is a place for connecting with friends, family and other people you know personally.  

http://www.geeksontour./
http://www.facebook.com/
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FriendFinder 
The Friend finder allows Facebook to access your list of contacts from your email.  Facebook will 

then check to see if any of your contacts are members on facebook.  It will display them to you 
and allow you to ‘Add as Friend’ 

Find friends yourself 
 You can search for an individual using the Search box.  If found, you can then click on ‘Add as 

Friend’ 
If you see any content by someone you want to add as a friend, you can simply click on their picture 

– that will take you to that person’s profile.  Once on their profile, you will see a button to ‘Add 
Friend’ 

Friend Request Confirmations 
You are not Friends until your request has been confirmed.  In other words, being friends in 

Facebook requires both sides to confirm the friendship.  Also, either side can ‘Unfriend’ the 
other and break the friendship.  To unfriend someone, go to their Profile/Timeline, find the 
button with the checkmark next to Friend and click on it.  At the bottom of the list you should see 
UNfriend as an option.’  If not, go to the Help Center and search for Unfriend. 

Build Your own Personalized Daily Newspaper (Video: Build your Newsfeed with Friends and 
Businesses) 

Called the News Feed, it is built dynamically from the posts of your friends. It is your Home page. 
Whenever your friends post stories, links, or photos to their accounts (walls or timelines) those 

posts will show up on your News Feed.  It is not necessary that they post to your wall (timeline) 
in order for you to see it.   

So, just by joining facebook and adding friends, you will have your own customized newspaper of 
your friends’ news.   

Add Businesses, Groups, Celebrities and Brands 

Using ‘Like’ 
RVers should ‘like’ www.facebook.com/fmcafans and, of course, www.facebook.com/geeksontour  

Everyone should ‘Like’ www.facebook.com/security  This way, you are notified of any known 
scams. 

Added to your News Feed 
Any business you ‘Like’ will show up in your News Feed when they post.  Some people have a 

‘Subscribe’ button, which operates similar to ‘Like’. 

‘UN-Liking’ 
If you change your mind about ‘Liking’ a business, group, celebrity or brand – you can click on the 

icon for that organization and go to its profile/Timeline page – just under the main banner 
picture, you should see a checkmark where you ‘Liked’ it.  Click on that and you will see a drop-
down list that includes Unlike. 

Customizing your News Feed 

If one friend gets caught up in one of those games (Farmville, Mafia Wars etc) that fill your news 
feed with game info, you don’t have to Unfriend them in order to lose the game junk.  You can 
block notices about that game from all your friends at once by going to Account->Privacy 
Settings->Block Apps.  Then type the name of the app you want to block.  You can also click on 
the drop-down arrow to the right of any post in your news feed to hide or limit items from a 
person or an app. 

  

http://www.facebook.com/fmcafans
http://www.facebook.com/geeksontour
http://www.facebook.com/security
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Fine Tuning your News Feed. (Video: Top Stories, More Stories and The Ticker) 
Once you have a lot of friends and businesses appearing on your News Feed, it can get a little overwhelming 

with the amount of information.  So, Facebook has devised a way to divide all the possible posts on your 
newsfeed into 3 levels: 
1. Immediate, ‘Lightweight’ content: this will show up in the right side ‘ticker.’ Immediately when posted 
2. Moderately important content: this will show up in your News Feed in the middle of the home page 
3. Top Stories: these will show up at the top of your News Feed.  Unless you use Sort, Most Recent. 

 The dropdown arrow at the right of each post let you choose how much to see from that person.  You can to 
see everything from them, most things, only important, or nothing – unsubscribe.  Unsubscribe does not 
mean Unfriend.  They will still see your stuff, you just won’t see theirs.   

You can even create lists of friends, and with these choices, limit your News Feed to just items from that list.  

Interacting with Your News Feed 
Like: just clicking on ‘Like’ let’s the writer know you saw the post and were thinking of them.  It also puts 

any further responses on your news feed. 
Comment: = two-way conversations.  An easy way to write a response to anything you see on 

Facebook. 

Sharing your own Content (Videos: Status Updates and Privacy) 

The whole purpose of Facebook is sharing with your friends.  You can write whatever you want on your 
Status Update.  Click the ‘Update Status’ button at the top of your home page, and it will open up a 
box for you to type whatever you want to share.  On each post, be sure to specify who you want to 
share it with: Public, Friends, Custom, or specific lists of friends. (video: Friend Lists) 

Upload Photos 

Using Facebook’s upload tool 
Using Picasa Uploader (Video: Picasa Uploader) 

see http://picasatutorials.com/2009/06/picasa-tip-picasa-to-facebook/) 

Using your Smartphone (video: Facebook and your Smartphone) 

About Security and Privacy 

Passwords – use something different from your other passwords.  
Security Question – can only set once 
Contact info – have more than one email address for future access 
Account Settings, Security: enable Secure Browsing (https) 
Notifications: manage the email and text messages you receive from FB.  Account settings / 
Notifications and Account Settings / Mobile 

 

Send Private Messages to Friends 

If a person is your friend on facebook, you can send them a private message by clicking on their 
name and then on the ‘Message’ button.  Your message will go to their Facebook messages as 
well as being sent to their email address (unless they turned off that notification). 

 

Become a Geeks on Tour Member! 
And learn from our online library of Tutorial 
Videos (only $7/mo = access to ALL videos) 

www.GeeksOnTour.tv  
 

http://picasatutorials.com/2009/06/picasa-tip-picasa-to-facebook/
http://www.geeksontour.tv/
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Business Pages (Video: create a page for your business or club) 

If you have a business or organization, you should have a Facebook ‘Page’ 
Pages are for organizations, businesses, celebrities, and bands to broadcast information in an 

official, public manner to people who choose to connect with them. 

Creating your page 
First, you must be logged in as an individual member of Facebook.  Second, you must have the 

authority to act for the organization.  Then, it’s as simple as going to 
www.facebook.com//pages/create.php  Once you’ve found a category that fits, you just fill out a 
name for your organization.  And you’re done!   

Adding profile information and Content 
A facebook page does you no good unless there’s something there people want to see.  So, upload 

photos, write tips, schedule events.  When people ‘Like’ your page, your content will show up on 
their news feeds where they will see it anytime they visit Facebook.  Once a page is established 
you can request a website name, a URL.  Like www.facebook.com/geeksontour.  Just go to 
www.facebook.com/username/   

‘Like’ used to be ‘Fans’ 
Although many people still call them ‘fans’ that wording is now gone.  Anyone can ‘Like’ your page – 

they don’t need approval as in Friends.  Just clicking ‘Like’ on a page creates a connection. 

Glossary 

Profile: The listing for a person. Includes their name, picture, contact info, list of friends, list of 
interests, photo albums, and status updates.  The newest profile page is the Timeline. 

Page: The listing for a business, Pages are for organizations, businesses, celebrities, and bands to 
broadcast great information in an official, public manner to people who choose to connect with 
them. They must be represented by a person with a Facebook account. 

Timeline/Wall: The place where you can post notices, news items, links and pictures.  Your timeline 
contains anything you’ve posted, and things that others have posted specifically to your wall. What 
used to be the Wall is becoming the Timeline. 

News Feed: The posts, links, pictures and updates that appear on your home page.  You have complete 
control over what shows up in your newsfeed. 

Home Page: Same as News Feed page.  Includes a left sidebar with links to your other stuff, and a 
right sidebar with links to suggested stuff – and ads. 

Post: As a noun: Post means a piece of information that has published on facebook.  Stories, items, 
links, pictures, videos – can all be part of a Post 
As a verb: To add some content to Facebook.  To publish a story, item, link, picture, video.  You can 
post items to your profile or wall, a friend’s wall, or a business’s wall. 

Like: "Like" is a way to give positive feedback or to connect with things you care about on Facebook. 
You can like content that your friends post to give them feedback or like a Page that you want to 
connect with on Facebook. You can also connect to content and Pages through social plugins or 
advertisements on and off Facebook.  

Status Update: Click where you see ‘Update Status’ type whatever you want to say, check who it is 
being shared with (Public, Friends, Custom) then click ‘Share’.  Ok, you’ve just updated your status. 

Learn More  

Geeks on Tour has videos on using Facebook (many are referenced in this handout) – you can buy 
them on Disk as part of our Learning Library on DVD: Picasa, Blogger, Photo Story, Google 
Earth and Maps, Streets and Trips,  Facebook.  Or join the online learning library at 
www.GeeksonTour.tv.  

http://www.facebook.com/pages/create.php
http://www.facebook.com/geeksontour
http://www.facebook.com/username/
http://www.geeksontour.tv./

